inimical to the traditional ideals of the profession. In short, he believes that the whole proposition is a will-of-the-wisp, a delusion and a snare, and should be opposed to the last inch.
The whole Social Insurance scheme to Dr. Ochsner is "Based on the ethically indefensible theory that individuals are entitled to things that they have not earned and on the politically unsound doctrine that society owes every citizen a comfortable living whether or not he repays society by doing his fair share of the world's work." These are strong and almost treasonable words in this day and age, but they are not so far removed from the "Work and Win" and "Keep thy shop and thy shop will keep thee" doctrine of Benjamin Franklin.
The main purpose of this book is to arouse the profession and the general public to an impending danger, but it is difficult for this reviewer to share the grim apprehension that Dr. Ochsner feels. Our history supplies a dozen occasions when zealous reformers have hailed the dawn of a new nation and dismayed conservatives have seen the end of America, but our national temperament has a way, in time, of settling back to shrewd common sense which ultimately smiles at its own fervor. In this text of 300 pages the author has collected all of the essential facts relative to amebic dysentery. Based upon his wide experience with the disease, the statements made become authoritative, and represent present-day opinions and interpretations of the many aspects of amebiasis.
Etiology, epidemiology, pathology, diagnosis, symptomatology, and prophylaxis and treatment all receive attention, and it is noteworthy that the lists of references accompanying each chapter include many contributions appearing during the present year. Indeed, as the author states, it is the renewed interest in the disease arising from the Chicago outbreak that provided the incentive to preparation of the text. It should prove useful to the physician as well as to the laboratory worker. GEO As the author indicates in the preface, this work is a text for the general practitioner and surgeon, rather than an exhaustive monograph on the subject of lymphatic tuberculosis. The historical aspects of the subject are reviewed in an entertaining style and with satisfactory completeness. The important features in the biology of the tubercle bacillus are stressed and such controversial points as the relative frequence of human and bovine type infections are handled impartially.
The author wisely devotes a considerable space to differential diagnosis, especially of cervical lymphadenitis. The various therapeutic agents are discussed separately as to their individual merits, and again reviewed as they are indicated by variations in the local type of the disease. The author takes a middle ground in deciding between conservative and surgical treatment of infected nodes, but since he believes that involved nodes are a potential source of later spread in tuberculosis, he inclines to practise early surgical excision. The technic of the cervical dissections is described in excellent detail.
Pulmonary hilar tuberculosis and abdominal mesenteric lymph node involvement are the, subjects of two separate chapters. Each chapter of the book concludes with a very extensive bibliography which should prove useful to students of the disease. The anatomy of the lymphatic system is satisfactorily illustrated, but we feel that the usefulness of the book as a whole would be enhanced by more profuse illustrations. The author speaks with the authority of wide clinical experience, and his book should prove a serviceable addition to any medical library.
G. E. LINDSKOG.
POSTURES AND PRACTICES DURING LABOR AMONG PRIMITIVE PEOPLES. By Julius Jarcho. Paul B. Hoeber, Inc., New York, 1934 .
No physiologic function which affects mankind is as dramatic as that which perpetuates life itself. It is obvious, therefore, that the greatest number of superstitions and fancies which the race has accumulated should center around the process of childbirth. That some of these still persist in a measure among presumably intellectual people is a fact well known to obstetricians. The study of the customs and taboos of primitive people concerning childbirth becomes therefore a fascinating subject to all who are interested in the history of mankind. The present book, although unusually brief, brings together in a striking way many of the most outstanding of these superstitions and customs. The text and illustrations are exceptionally well done and the book itself is a good example of the modern bookmaker's art. Dr. Jarcho is to be praised for bringing to the attention of English readers a subject which has received too little attention since the noteworthy contribution of Engelmann.
HERBERT THOMS.
